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Article 5. 

Maternal and Child Health and Women's Health. 

Part 1. In General. 

§ 130A-124. Department to establish maternal and child health program. 

(a)The Department shall establish and administer a maternal and child health program for the delivery of 
preventive, diagnostic, therapeutic and habilitative health services to women of childbearing years, 
children and other persons who require these services. The program may include, but shall not be limited 
to, providing professional education and consultation, community coordination and direct care and 
counseling. 

(b) The Commission shall adopt rules necessary to implement the program. 

(c) Prior year refunds received by the Children's Special Health Services Program that are not 
encumbered or spent during a fiscal year shall not revert to the General Fund but shall remain in the 
Department for purchase of care and contracts in the Program. Funds appropriated for the purchase of 
care and contracts in the Program that are encumbered and not spent during a fiscal year shall not revert 
to the General Fund but shall remain in the Department for the purchase of care and contracts in the 
Program. (1983, c. 891, s. 2; 1993, c. 321, s. 275(a); 1997-172, s. 1; 1997-456, s. 54.) 

§ 130A-125. Screening of newborns for metabolic and other hereditary and congenital disorders. 

(a)The Department shall establish and administer a Newborn Screening Program. The program shall 
include, but shall not be limited to: 

(1) Development and distribution of educational materials regarding the availability and benefitsof 
newborn screening. 

(2) Provision of laboratory testing. 

(3) Development of follow-up protocols to assure early treatment for identified children, and the 
provision of genetic counseling and support services for the families of identified children. 

(4) Provision of necessary dietary treatment products or medications for identified children as medically 
indicated and when not otherwise available.  

(5) For each newborn, provision of physiological screening in each ear for the presence of permanent 
hearing loss. 

(b) The Commission shall adopt rules necessary to implement the Newborn Screening Program. The 
rules shall include, but shall not be limited to, the conditions for which screening shall be required, 
provided that screening shall not be required when the parents or the guardian of the infant object to 
such screening. If the parents or guardian object to the screening, the objection shall be presented in 
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writing to the physician or other person responsible for administering the test, who shall place the 
written objection in the infant's medical record. 

(b1)The Commission for Health Services shall adopt temporary and permanent rules to include newborn 
hearing screening in the Newborn Screening Program established under this section. 

(c) The Department may impose a fee for a laboratory test performed pursuant to this section by the 
State Public Health Laboratory. A fee for a test must be based on the actual cost of performing the test. 
Fees collected shall remain in the Department to be used to offset the cost of the Newborn Screening 
Program. (1991, c. 661, s. 1; 1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 1039, s. 6; 1998-131, s. 13; 2000-67, s. 11.31
(a).) 

Part 2. Perinatal Health Care. 

§ 130A-127. Department to establish program. 

(a)The Department shall establish and administer a perinatal health care program. The program may 
include, but shall not be limited to: 

(1) Prenatal health care services including health education and identification of high-risk pregnancies; 

(2) Prenatal, delivery and newborn health care services provided at hospitals participating at graduated 
levels of complexity; and 

(3) Regionalized perinatal health care services including a plan for effective communication, 
consultation, referral and transportation links among hospitals, health departments, physicians, schools 
and other relevant community resources for mothers and infants at high risk for mortality and morbidity.

(b) The Commission shall adopt rules necessary to implement the program. (1973, c. 1240, s. 1; 1983, c. 
891, s. 2.) 

§ 130A-128: Repealed by Session Laws 1991, c. 518.
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